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The Thompson Student Health Center is tak-
ing the initiative on preventing outbreaks of the 
H1N1 fl u on campus with numerous clinics and 
vaccinations, which are free to students, faculty 
and staff members.
“We have vaccinated nearly 1,800 people so 
far,” said Nicole Carrico , the public relations 
and quality assurance coordinator for Student 
Health Services. “Most of the people are stu-
dents, but we have had a fair share of faculty and 
staff members.“ 
Since USC’s fi rst H1N1 case was identifi ed 
June 6, 344 cases of the H1N1 f lu have been 
confi rmed by the Health Center. According to 
DHEC’s Web site, South Carolina has seen 456 
hospitalizations for f lu-related illness and 16 
deaths associated with the fl u since Sept. 1. And 
in the week of Oct. 11-17, health care providers 
around the state  reported 3,350 positive rapid 
fl u tests, 82 hospitalizations from fl u-related ill-
nesses and fi ve deaths from fl u-related illnesses . 
There are two types of vaccines available: the 
inactivated, which is the injection, and the live 
attenuated, which is the nasal spray. Carrico said 
she took the nasal vaccine, and she feels great.
“I have not had one single problem, and I was 
still able to learn and adjust for my job,” she 
said.
Both vaccinations have potential side effects 
that can be problematic. The inactivated vac-
cine can lead to soreness, redness or swelling 
where the shot was given, as well as headache 
or fever. The live, attenuated vaccine can cause 
nasal congestion, headache or abdominal pain. 
Carrico says that no one has claimed to have 
suffered from any categorically mild symptoms.
“Generally you don’t have to really worry 
about the mild problems,” she said. “If you get a 
high fever or have allergic reactions to it, which 
will come minutes to hours immediately after 
the vaccine, then you should call the student 
health clinic.”
Carrico said students should take advantage 
of the school’s on-campus health resources.
“As with all illness, if a student feels sick or 
thinks they may have the fl u, they should call 
the Thomson Student Health Center at 777-
3175 to make an appointment or just come in,” 
Carrico said. 
Carrico said as long as DHEC continues to 
send vaccines to the University, they will have 
clinics available to everyone at USC.
“The H1N1 vaccine is by far the number one 
way that we’ll be able to contain and control it,” 
Carrico said. “The most important thing is that 
people get the vaccine.” 







Anticipation is high for 
the kick-off of the Lady 
Gamecock’s winter sea-
son, which starts tonight 
in exhibition against Au-
gusta State.
See page 9
Alumnus Matthew William 
Jordan’s dark comedy 
premiered Friday at the 
Carmike 14  and will be 
shown in 17 cities nation-
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Tune in onl ine to see a 
speech f rom th is four-
term congressman, who’s 
thrown his name into the 






Honoring America’s armed forces who fi ght for our freedom • VETERANS DAY 2009
dailygamecock.com
• H1N1 vaccine clinics open to all 
faculty, staff and students 49 and 
younger
• Student Health Services will conduct 
2 H1N1 intranasal vaccine clinics this 
week:
• Wednesday on the main level of the 
Thomson Student Health Center from 
5 — 7 p.m.
• Friday at the Russell House patio from 
10 a.m. — 1 p.m.
• All faculty, staff and students, age 49 
and younger, are eligible to receive 
the vaccine if they meet the following 
criteria:
• You must be in good health (no fever, 
illness, infection)
• Please note that Student Health 
Services’s current supply of the H1N1 
fl u vaccine is limited. This clinic is one 
of many SHS will offer as additional 
vaccine is made available to us.
• Visit the SHS H1N1 fl u vaccine Web 
site at http://www.sa.sc.edu/shs/
H1N1_fl u for more information. 
Supply of intranasal vaccine 
administered at free clinics
Derek Legette
STAFF WRITER
Health center works to contain H1N1
Chad Simmons / THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Eligible faculty, staff and students wait in line to receive a nasal spray vaccine at a clinic on Davis Field.




In the latest in a string of high-
profile politicians to visit USC, 
Rep. Gresham Barrett spoke to 
about 60 students in Gambrell 
Hall Tuesday night trying to 
strum up votes for his gubernato-
rial campaign. 
Barrett didn’t discuss many spe-
cifi c policy issues in his 15-minute 
speech, saying he wanted to do 
something “a little different” in a 
room full of college students. 
“I could spew off all night about 
education, infrastructure, taxation 
or educat ion,” 
the four-term 
Cong ressma n 
sa id.  “But I ’d 
rather talk about 
how each person 
individually in 
this room has 
the opportunity 
to change the 
world.” 
B a r r e t t ’ s 
speech was full of one-liners. He 
said to the audience that South 
Carolina is “often 50th in the na-
tion in things it should be fi rst in, 
and fi rst in the nation in things it 
should be 50th in.” He also said 
that “politics isn’t diffi cult itself, 
but we make it diffi cult.” 
He talked about hope for the 
future generation, telling the col-
lege students that they have the 
“entire world in their reach.” 
But when Barrett did answer 
questions from the audience, he 
frequently relied on his conserva-
tive political philosophy in his 
answers. He chided against gov-
ernment handouts, saying taxes 
should be lowered and people 
should be empowered to make 
their own riches. 
He praised Gov. Sanford’s move 
to restructure South Carolina’s 
government, calling the current 
system ineffi cient in certain ways. 
He also said current leaders aren’t 
spending enough money on educa-
tion at any level.
“You show me a child that can’t 
read, and I’ll show you a child 
that’s headed towards being a 
dropout or a disaster,” Barrett said. 
“We have to put our money where 
our mouth is and fund higher 
education.”
By financial indications, Bar-
rett’s campaign has been success-
ful thus far in South Carolina. 
He’s led all the Republicans in 
fundraising, and his conserva-
tive tenets have earned him the 
endorsement of many prominent 
right-wing leaders.
His appearance Tuesday was 
arranged by students in a public 
relations course taught by journal-
ism instructor Lisa Sisk. Sisk was 
instrumental in helping Barrett 
campaign during the beginning of 
his political career, he said.
“We expected about 60 or 70 
people to turn up, and that’s about 
what we got,” said Stephanie Faile , 
a fourth-year public relations 
student and the project’s main 
organizer. “We were just happy 
to have the Congressman here 
talking to students.” 
Barrett called the turnout ex-
ceptional.
“There’s 50-plus people here to 
hear an almost 50-year old man 
talk about politics,” Barrett said 
before delivering his punch line. 
“Y’all have sad lives if you ask me.” 





While everyone knows how it feels to 
be stared at, Kevin Connolly experiences 
this every day because of a disability im-
possible to overlook: he was born without 
legs.
As a kick-off to Carolinian Creed Day, 
Connolly, 24, spoke at USC Tuesday 
evening about how his disability led him 
to create his photo project, “The Rolling 
Exhibition,” and new book titled “Double 
Take.” The project is a collection of pho-
tos of people staring at him, refl ecting his 
experience traveling abroad and people’s 
reactions to his disability.
Born in Helena, Mont., Connolly had 
a birth defect that caused his femurs to 
stop growing. Despite his disability, he 
began skiing at the age of ten and started 
skateboarding as a student at Montana 
State University.
While studying abroad during his 
second year of college, he experienced 
a moment of frustration while being 
stared at, which was the inspiration for 
his project.
“I was cruising down this back street in 
Vienna and saw this guy coming toward 
me,” Connolly said.  “I kind of looked the 
other way to allow him to stare, and as he 
walked by I clicked my camera.”
The result of this spontaneous photo 
was fascinating, Connolly said, for the 
man carried an expression of interest and 
engagement.
After taking more of these pictures 
throughout the rest of his trip, Connolly 
noticed a universal expression on the 
subjects and returned home with about 
1,200 photos.
“Everyone to some degree has that 
same look of engagement,” Connolly 
said.
Because of this universality, the project 
grew into a sociological study, and he 
decided to go abroad again to continue 
his work. After winning money for his 
second place finish in the Mono Skier 
Cross event at the 2007 X Games , Con-
nolly embarked on his second trip, this 
time spending a summer traveling the 
world.
“I was really seeking to collect data 
over just pretty images,” he said. “I knew 
that all these peoples in all these coun-
tries had the same expression.”
Though the expressions were the 
same, Connolly discussed the different 
explanations that people came up with 
for his disability. While one person asked 
if it was a shark attack, another asked if he 
still wore his dog tags from Iraq.
Four-term congressman aims 
to amp up campaign support
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu




Jeremy Aaron/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Born without legs, Kevin Connolly has created a photo series documenting reactions.
Connolly champions odds
Creed ● 2
Jennifer Thomerson/ THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Men play chess at Homeless for the Homeless, an event sponsored by Midtown 
Fellowship to educate the community about the plight of Columbia’s homeless.
PIC OF THE DAY
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2009
— Th e Associated Press
TWO
LOCAL & WORLD NEWSCALENDAR
TODAY IN HISTORY
RHA QUICK HITS
State may lose $120 million
DC sniper executed Tuesday
Peace urged in South America




What: Ducks Unlimited 
information
When: 10 a.m.
Where: Russel House 
Patio




What: Hip Hop 
Wednesday
When: 11 a.m.
Where: Greene Street 
Stage
What: NSBE Bake 
Sale
When: 11 a.m.








Where: RH, Room 305
What: Gov. candidate 
Jim Rex at College 
Democrats meeting
When: 7 p.m.
Where: RH, Room 305 
What: Habitat for 
Humanity meeting
When: 7:30 p.m.
Where: RH Dining 
Room 
1778:
Patriot Col. Ichabod Alden refuses to believe intelligence about an approaching hostile force. 
As a result, a combined force of Loyalists and Native Americans, attacking in the snow, kills 
more than 40 Patriots, including Alden, and takes at least an additional 70 prisoners, in what is 
known today as the Cherry Valley Massacre.
1831:
Nat Turner, the leader of a bloody slave revolt in Southampton County, Va., is hanged in 
Jerusalem, the county seat.
1885:
George Smith Patton, one of the great American generals of World War II, is born in San 
Gabriel, Calif.
1918:
At the eleventh hour on the eleventh day of the eleventh month of 1918, World War I ends.
1921:
Exactly three years after the end of World War I, the Tomb of the Unknowns is dedicated at 
Arlington Cemetery in Virginia during an Armistice Day ceremony presided over by President 
Warren G. Harding.
1933:
A powerful wind strips the topsoil from desiccated farmlands in South Dakota, one of a series 
of disastrous windstorms that year.
1942:
Congress approves lowering the draft age to 18 and raising the upper limit to age 37.
1967:
Three U.S. prisoners of war are released by the Viet Cong in Phnom Penh, Cambodia.
CARACAS, Venezuela — Brazil and the U.S. urged 
Colombia and Venezuela on Tuesday to talk out their 
differences after Venezuelan leader Hugo Chavez 
ordered his military to prepare for a possible war with 
its neighbor.
The push for diplomacy came as many people in both 
Colombia and Venezuela dismissed Chavez’s words as 
an attempt to distract attention from domestic prob-
lems, including the struggling economy,water shortages 
and power blackouts.
The long recession is cutting more money from 
state revenues and is expected to force spending cuts 
of nearly $120 million from South Carolina schools, 
colleges and prisons.
That reduction, paired with $328 million slashed 
from estimates this summer, means that the state 
— just a third of the way through its budget year — 
already has slashed nearly a half billion from revenue 
estimates that are now just over $5.6 billion.
The cuts are being driven by unemployment and 
cautious consumers who have stopped or reduced 
spending on everything from cars to vacations and 
homes to appliances. 
• Guest speaker Joe Fortune from University Housing said that renovations for 
Patterson Hall will lead to a waiting list of 800 to 1,000 people.
• The Senate passed legislation giving $1,000 to Capstone.  
• Michael Ormsby from Changing Carolina, the men’s division of SHARE, presented 
the organization’s “5 Pillars”: Chivalry, Men’s General Health, Men’s Sexual Health, 
Violence Prevention, and Sexual Assault Advocacy. For questions or presenta-
tions, e-mail Ormsby at ormsby@mailbox.sc.edu.
      — Compiled by Staff Writer Derek Legette
JARRATT, Va. — John Allen Muhammad , the 
mastermind of the sniper attacks that terrorized the 
nation’s capital region for three weeks in October 2002, 
was executed Tuesday. Muhammad died by injection at 
9:11 p.m. at Greensville Correctional Center in Jarratt, 
prison spokesman Larry Traylor said.
He said Muhammad had no fi nal statement and that 
Traylor didn’t hear him utter any words during the 
execution.
Muhammad was executed for killing Dean Harold 
Meyers , who was shot in the head at a Manassas 
gas station during a spree that left 10 dead across 
Maryland, Virginia and Washington, D.C.
“We extend our condolences not only to the families 
and loved ones of the victims, but also to the family and 
loved ones of John Allen Muhammad,” said J. Wyndal 
Gordon, one of Muhammad’s attorneys.
“The nuance ... is when you 
start to look at where these 
stories come from,” Connolly 
said.
W hile Connol ly h igh-
lighted the uniformity of the 
expressions as a key element 
of his project, he concluded 
by describing how his story is 
an example of how to look at 
people openly despite differ-
ent situations or disabilities.
Carolina Productions and 
Carolina Judicial Council 
teamed up to host this event 
as a way to kick off Carolinian 
Creed Day, which is today .
“The day is for celebrating 
all of the values of the South 
Carolina Creed, one of which 
is acceptance and tolerance,” 
said Mary Miller , Carolina 
Productions cultural aware-
ness coordinator.
Kyle Warren , a fourth-
year polit ical science and 
English student, is part of the 
Carolina Judicial Council and 
thought Connolly’s presenta-
tion was a good introduction 
to Carolinian Creed Day.
“I thought it was fantastic,” 
Warren said. “[Connolly’s 
story] is very motivating and 
goes hand in hand with the 
Carolinian Creed.”
The Carol ina Jud ic ia l 
Council will be set up on 
Greene Street Wednesday 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and 
their main event, The Game 
of Life, is from 1 to 4 p.m. on 
the third fl oor of the Russell 
House.
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu






Thursday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Friday, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
USC Russell House 
Second Floor Lobby
Damaged and overstock books 
reduced to $10/hardcover and  
$5/paperback (limited quantites) 
 
bestselling USC Press books!
Details at 803-777-5029 or 
www.sc.edu/uscpress  Sixty-Five Years of Publishing Excellence
*Our Surcharges (incl. Fed. Univ. Svc. of 12.9% of interstate & int’l telecom charges (varies quarterly), 7¢ Regulatory & 92¢ Administrative/line/
mo. & others by area) are not taxes (details: 1-888-684-1888); gov’t taxes & our surcharges could add 6%–27% to your bill. Activation fee/line: 
$35 ($25 for secondary Family SharePlan lines w/ 2-yr. Agmts). 
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Cust. Agmt, Calling Plan & credit approval. Up to $175 early termination fee/line, up to 45¢/min. after 
allowance & add’l charges apply for data sent or received. Friends & Family®: Only domestic landline or wireless numbers (other than directory assistance, 900 
numbers or customer’s own wireless or voice mail access numbers) included; all eligible lines on an account share the same Friends & Family numbers, up to 
account’s eligibility limits; set up & manage online. Offers & coverage, varying by svc., not available everywhere. Network details & coverage maps at vzw.com. 
©2009 Verizon Wireless.
Bragging rights are better 
with unlimited bragging.
Friends & Family.® Now you can call 
more and save more. At no extra cost 
you can get unlimited calling to your 
top 10 numbers and our 80 million 
customers. It’s the best value in wireless.
Included with any Nationwide Family SharePlan® with 1400 
anytime minutes or more (activation fees, taxes, and other 
charges apply.)*
Official Wireless Provider
of the USC Gamecocks
Call 1.800.2.JOIN.IN      Click www.verizonwireless.com      Visit any store
America’s Largest and Most Reliable Wireless Network.
the retreat clubhouse:1929 bluff rd
        free admission
Featuring noVa
CRAFTSMAN-STYLE STUDENT LIVING COTTAGES WITH RESORT-STYLE AMENITIES
life is better in a cottage
803.733.5800
RETREATCOLUMBIA.COM
Pricing, amenities and availability subject to change without notice. Information is believed 
to be accurate but is not warranted. Speak with a leasing agent for additional details.
PRE-LEASING FALL 2010: 
2 BR / 3 BR / 4 BR / 5 BR HOMES RENT 
STARTING FROM $495/MONTH PER BEDROOM,  
INCLUDING SOME UTILITIES!
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Susan Anderson is teaching in the Band and Dance facility, not 
Longstreet Theater.  The Daily Gamecock regrets the error.
Send all corrections to sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
About The Daily Gamecock
The Daily Gamecock is the 
editorially independent student 
newspaper of the University of 
South Carolina. It is published 
daily during the fall and spring 
semesters and nine times during 
the summer with the exception 
of university holidays and exam 
periods. Opinions expressed in 
The Daily Gamecock are those 
of the editors or author and not 
those of the University of South 
Carolina. 
Th e Board of Student 
Publications and 
Communications is the 
publisher of The Daily 
Gamecock. Th e Department 
of Student Media is 
the newspaper’s parent 
organization. The Daily 
Gamecock is supported in part 
by student-activity fees. One 
free copy per reader. Additional 
copies may be purchased for $1 
each from the Department of 
Student Media.
The goal of The Daily Gamecock’s 
V i ew p o i n t s  p a g e  i s  to  s t i m u l a te 
discussion in the University of South 
Carol ina community. A l l  publ ished 
authors are expected to provide logical 
arguments to back their views.
The Daily Gamecock encourages 
readers to voice opinions and offers three 
methods of expression: letters to the 
editor, guest columns and feedback on 
dailygamecock.com.
Letters and guest columns should be 
submitted via e-mail to gamecockeditor@
sc.edu. Letters must be 200 to 300 words 
in length and include the author’s name, 
year in school and area of study.
We also invite student leaders and 
USC faculty members to submit guest 
co lumns. Columnists should keep 
submissions to about 500 words in 
length and include the author’s name and 
position. Guest columns are limited to 
three per author per semester. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
and condense submissions for length 
and clarity, or not publish at all. 
All submissions become the property 
of  The Da i ly Gamecock and must 




Offices located on the third floor of the Russell House
Editor:  gamecockeditor@mailbox.sc.edu
News:   sagcknew@mailbox.sc.edu
Viewpoints:  sagckvew@mailbox.sc.edu
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Victims’ families 
rejoice as sniper gets 
death sentence  
Don’t shy away from politics over dinner
Current events, religious discussion 
much more valuable than talking 
about Jon and Kate, Brangelina
Think about the 
sacrifi ces our troops 
have made and still 
make each and every 
day for us.
On this day in 1918, the world watched as an armistice 
was declared by the Allies and Germany, bringing the 
fi rst global war to a close. Nov. 11 was eventually made 
a federal holiday to celebrate the lives of the men and 
women who had so bravely fought for their country and is 
now known as Veterans Day.
United States veterans deserve to be honored and 
deserve to be given the utmost respect on every day of 
the year, but especially today, as everyone should take a 
moment to think about the sacrifi ces our armed forces 
have made and continue to make every day. 
We should all be especially 
mindful and respectful of our 
armed forces on this Veterans 
Day after recently witnessing 
Afghanistan’s deadliest month 
in the last eight years of war in 
October, and with the tragedy 
that took place at home in 
Ford Hood last week.
Your opinions regarding 
the current conf licts in the 
M idd le  E a s t  shou ld  not 
overshadow your respect for 
America’s armed forces. 
Whether pro-war, anti-war or somewhere in between, 
the men and women putting their lives on the line deserve 
recognition from the country for which they fi ght. They 
make mental, emotional and physical sacrifi ces each day, 
both in combat and in their lives at home, to defend 
our democracy — a sacrifi ce that no words can possibly 
articulate.
Because the violence takes place on the other side of 
the world, it’s sometimes easy to forget that our own men 
and women are fi ghting for us. Make sure to take the time 
today to reach out and thank a veteran or a member of 
one of the United States’ military divisions for so bravely 
defending our country on a day-to-day basis, because they 
do not receive as much gratitude as they should. 
Lee Greenwood, in his hit, “Proud To Be An American,” 
sums up our sentiments best with “I’m proud to be an 
American, where at least I know I’m free/ And I wont 











Why is it considered impolite to discuss politics 
and religion in company? 
Of all things to talk about, it seems that politics 
and religion should be among the most discussed, 
yet it is considered inappropriate to mention them 
in “polite company.” 
While some say it often ends in anger and bitter 
feelings, is that more of a result of our ingrained 
biases and beliefs being called into question? 
Some people just prefer not to argue, and 
avoiding these touchy subjects and sticking to 
Brangelina and Jon and Kate allows them to enjoy 
their friends’ company without being required to 
think too deeply.
Some do not like having their views called 
into question, and if they decline to engage in 
conversation, that is their right. 
My point is simply that making 
it a moral code to avoid political 
discourse is detrimental to our 
education of both our political system 
as well as our deeper understanding 
of our friends and family. Surely 
friends can remain friends despite 
having varying views, and given the 
opportunity to exchange those views 
can broaden each party’s perspective 
on the issues.
An anonymous quote I ran across 
read: “Great people talk about ideas. 
Average people talk about things. Small people 
talk about other people.” By quoting that, I am 
not trying to imply that those who are passive in 
discussing politics or religion are small-minded, but 
it does bring about a good point. 
If any progressive action is ever to take place, 
the conversation at the dinner table must move 
from Cathy’s fat baby to whether the Obama 
administration is doing their job well enough. 
After all, no great social revolution came without 
speaking up about what is wrong with the status 
quo. 
Why is it that some people are so touchy about 
hearing opposing views? To maintain a practice 
of avoiding these subjects is to withdraw one’s 
self from what Democracy is all about. Too many 
voters already go to the poll without having 
adequate knowledge of what their candidate’s views 
are. What harm can discussing the issues do to 
something as important as electing a politician 
who represents you? Believe it or not, it is actually 
possible to discuss politics without turning red 
in the face and throwing the casserole dish at the 
Republican across the table. 
OPINION GRAB BAG 
Columnists weigh in on whether the media has 
accurately covered the shootings at Fort Hood
“The majority of the media outlets 
are blaming the killings on stress and 
a fear of being sent overseas. They are 
missing out on a huge possibility that 
investigators are looking into: Hasan 
could have been infl uenced by radical 
Islam. The media does not want to stir 
up hatred against innocent Muslims, 
military or civilian, but all possible 
motives should be analyzed. ”
— Ryan Quinn
“I think the media needs to be fair 
when reporting the motives and reasons 
for Hasan’s shooting. Not many media 
organizations are reporting the fact 
that Hasan lectured his supervisors 
on Islam, homicide bombings, and 
threats the military would encounter 
from Muslims who were conf licted 
about fighting against other Muslims 
in Iraq and Afghanistan. Stress and 
fear should not be the only possibilities 
being considered.”
— Chelsey Seidel 
“I think the majority of the media 
has tried their best to give the public 
the truth about the Fort Hood murders, 
while others are trying their best to 
simply get attention by sensationalizing 
the story. What I think we need to focus 
more on though is remembering those 
who have fallen and move forward.”
— Jeremy Aaron
“The media should wait to release 
news on the investigation with the 
Fort Hood shootings until they receive 
factual information. They are jumping 
to conclusions and reporting unreliable 
reasons for why Hasan committed this 
act. It is ironic that Hasan was a Muslim 
and a psychiatrist for post-traumatic 
stress disorder on the military base. In 
my opinion, there is no way Hasan shot 
all these people because of stress and 
fear of going to war. There had to have 
been other motives that have yet to be 
discovered.”
— Marilynn Joyner
“If I know anything about the 
media coverage from the Fort Hood 
shootings, it’s that much of the media is 
adequately covering the possible angles 
of why Maj. Hasan could have done it. 
Any connections with radical Islam are 
worth looking at, but I’d ask the media 
not to overdo it in order to not make the 
American people needlessly afraid of 
Muslims in general and followers here 
in America specifi cally. Remember, the 
media’s job is to present information 
and not to incite fear.”
— Austin Jackson 
Seven years ago the country 
was gripped by one of the worst 
mass killings in our nation’s 
history. For three weeks in 
October of 2002, John Allen 
Muhammad and Lee Boyd 
Malvo had the country on its 
knees in fear and claimed the 
lives of ten D.C. area residents. 
Yesterday evening justice was 
finally served as John Allen 
Muhammad was put to death 
in a Virginia correctional 
facility. 
For the survivors of the 
attacks and the families of 
those killed, this has been a 
very long-awaited day. Earlier 
in the week the U.S. Supreme 
Court refused to halt  the 
execution, as did the governor 
of Virginia. Muhammad’s 
lawyer says that his client 
is severely mentally ill and 
should serve his t ime in a 
mental institution. While each 
and every person on this earth 
should be entitled to a fair 
trial, people like Muhammad 
and Malvo who show no 
regard for human life should 
not be granted any mercy. I am 
sure that it is painful enough 
for families that Malvo, who 
is just as guilty of pulling the 
trigger, is dodging the fate of 
Muhammad by spending the 
rest of his life in prison. But, 
as much as many people who 
want Malvo dead as well, this 
is the sentence that the courts 
handed down. 
T h i s  c a s e 
has ra ised so 
many questions 
about so many 
things: are gun 
r e g u l a t i o n s 
strict enough, 




i l l n e s s  a n d 
why isn’t the 
military doing more, and 
could have law enforcement 
found the killers sooner. So 
many questions are raised and 
have yet to be answered and 
may never be. The D.C. sniper 
attacks are always going to be 
a very sore spot because we as 
a nation are still shaken from 
9/11.  
Muhammad’s execut ion 
will always be remembered 
as bittersweet though, as it 
occurred on the same day as 
the ceremony held at Fort 
Hood in Texas for the 13 
killed and scores wounded 
after an Army psychiatrist 
went on his own rampage. 
Again, justice will be served 
and relatives for victims will 
know that their loved ones will 
not have died in vain. We live, 
we learn, and we remember. 
We will never forget those 
who lost their lives to three 
crazed men. We are America, 
and we will never sleep until 
justice has been served.   
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This week ’s  YouTube 
v ideo of  t he  week i s  a 
short, almost silent comedy 
sketch by Stephen Heath 
and Brandon Lawrence and 
directed by Liam Sullivan 
of the Liam Show. The 
Liam Show is best known 
for  t he  popu la r  mu s ic 
pa rody “Shoes ,”  wh ich 
involves a female character’s 
obsession with her shoe 
collection. After the video 
became wildly popular, the 
Liam Show started making 
an entire series of comedic 
episodes.  
However, the Liam Show 
also created a spin-off series 
of short sk it s based of f 
one of the many strange, 
d a n c i n g ,  b a c k g r o u n d 
characters, the Purple Man. 
A s  f a r  a s  s u p e rhe r o 
parodies go, this one is 
pre t t y  u nu s u a l .  W hen 
e v e r y d a y  p e o p l e  a r e 
suddenly confronted by 
inconvenient but otherwise 
minor problems, a th in 
y o u n g  m a n  w e a r i n g 
fl amboyant purple tight and 
a shiny cape inexplicably 
le ap s  out  o f  nowhere . 
H is  mout h t w i s t s  i nto 
an over exaggerated grin 
f rom u nder h is  av iator 
sunglasses, and he gyrates 
his hips suggestively at the 
person in peril. The sight 
of this scrawny purple-clad 
dandy trying to be sexy is 
funny in itself.
The reaction in each of 
these videos is always an 
understandable look of 
bewilderment. After this 
almost f lirtatious posing, 
the Purple Man tries to 
save t he day,  but  more 
often than not something 
Stage master Wayne Coyne shoots streams of confetti out 
of cannons, lasers sweep across a crowd of glassy-eyed revelers 
and rampant nudity loops on a giant half-moon screen.
These extravagant displays are staples of Oklahoma’s neo-
psych group The Flaming Lips, but listening to its new double 
album “Embryonic,” one wouldn’t be so sure.
A dark rawness in sound has dropped over the ever-giddy 
band on what could be seen as its most prolifi c album since 
1999’s critically hailed “The Soft Bulletin.” Dirty riffs 
overtake clean sounds, and the whole thing becomes a thick 
mash of ‘70s arena rock and the brooding side of ‘60s psych. 
Coyne is a showman and he knows it, but on “Embryonic,” he 
and the group take the steps to be artists, painting a canvas 
with cracked noises and chaotic melodies.  
Save their early club years in the ‘80s, the Lips have always 
been seen as an overjoyed antithesis to the psychedelic 
morbidity of former peers The Butthole Surfers. 
“Embryonic” finds the Lips exploring old boundaries 
and incorporating an off the-cuff style of production. This 
first-take mentality provides a welcome relief from the 
overproduction of 2006’s “At War With The Mystics,” 
which could almost be called grossly overproduced in a slick, 
stiff manner. 
Gone from the mix are the intense overdubbing and 
layering that have come to define Coyne and the band 
as a whole in their Millennium renaissance. A multi-
instrumentalist takes the helm from Coyne and drives the 
sound into a fuzzed-out wall of reverb and riffs. 
Drodz’s distorted guitar squelching on the album opener, 
“Convinced Of The Hex,” signals that something is different; 
something is changing inside this group of Middle America 
freaks. They are embracing a kind of psychedelic that doesn’t 
immediately line up with what the mainstream is looking for.
But it’s a good kind of evolution for the band, which had 
seemed to hit a creative rut in the past few years. Its film 
“Christmas on Mars,” while entertaining in a kind of “what 
the hell is going on here” way, didn’t really add anything new 
to the discussion on its musical direction. It ended up being 
another fl accid piece of art on Coyne’s wall of the weird and 
unusual.
On “Embryonic,” Coyne’s lyrics have undergone a 
cosmic shift from the upbeat protester of politics and life 
to a downtrodden and almost foreboding crooner. On some 
tracks, like “Aquarius Sabotage,” vocals are simply replaced 
“A man’s got to take a lot of punishment 
to write a really funny book.”
— Ernest Hemingway 
Universit y of South Carolina alum 
Matthew William Jordan is a self-described 
recluse, but he may soon have to fi gure out 
how to deal with his slice of the spotlight.
Carmike Cinemas has selected Jordan’s 
first feature film, “My Sweet Misery,” as 
part of its Independent Film Series to play 
in 17 cities as far away as Minot, N.D. 
and Kennewick, Wash. The dark comedy 
premiered in Columbia this past Friday at 
the Carmike 14.
A South Carolina native who pursued a 
Master’s degree in English at USC, Jordan 
shot his fi lm in Columbia and on the coast. 
He raised the funds for the film, which 
he says cost under $100,000, privately and 
without the help of the South Carolina Film 
Commission.
Jordan also employed many area cast and 
crew, including USC theater graduates Zach 
Hanks and Paige Cooper, and actor Richard 
Jennings, a theater department professor.
A die-hard lover of fi lms from the time he 
saw “Star Wars” as a kid, he counts the Coen 
Brothers and Pedro Almodovar among his 
most direct infl uences. When asked why he 
turned his sights on fi lm instead of literature, 
he simply says, “my love of fi lm won out.”
Jordan knew his fi rst fi lm had to have a 
distinct look. In order to capture the kind of 
image and tone he was looking for, he opted 
for the uphill battle of shooting his fi lm on 
Super 16mm fi lm.
Super 16mm is more expensive to shoot 
and develop than digital video, which is 
now being used to shoot many micro-
budget independent films. Jordan says it 
was “crucial to shoot on film” because of 
fi lm’s “inherently lyrical quality. Digital can 
capture a crisp image, but the lyricism is 
missing.” 
And even though he wanted to make 
a character-driven film, Jordan knew he 
wanted to add a hint of the surreal. “I 
think film is a great medium for creating 
heightened realities,” he says. “I enjoy many 
naturalistic fi lms, but the fi lms that tend to 
imbed themselves in my subconscious are 
the ones that play with different rules.”
But l ike every new f i lmmaker, and 
especially one that prefers isolation even in a 
job that demands constant person-to-person 
negotiation, Jordan is still stressed about his 
fi lm and his future.  
While he’s happy for all the exposure his 
cast and crew have already gotten thanks 
to the fi lm, he says he has no plans to make 
any major moves out west to be a part of 
the industry, and he will happily stay in the 
region to grow as an independent fi lmmaker.
Jordan doesn’t see himself being prolifi c 
quite yet. “To be honest, after I get a second 
fi lm under my belt, I’ll probably have to limit 
myself to making one fi lm about every three 
years or so,” he says.
Part of that has to do with the non-
stop level of intensity he put behind “My 
Sweet Misery,” which ultimately led to him 
dropping 19 pounds and developing a pretty 
severe case of insomnia he’s still trying 
to work through. While he attributes a 
lot of that to being a fi rst-time fi lmmaker 
struggling with inexperience, he’s sure he’ll 
be “every bit as obsessed” the next time 
around.
“My Sweet Misery” is slowly making 
its mark as a small, regionally produced 
independent film. For its director, “it’s 
gratifying, but it’s also a bit stressful.”  
Jordan’s ‘My Sweet Misery’
enjoys successful Columbia debut
USC alumnus lands fi lm distribution
Jimmy Gilmore
STAFF WRITER
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcketc@sc.edu
‘Embyonic’ marks evolution in style 
from intense overdubbing, layering 
to multi-instrumental reverbs, riffs
Oklahoma group The Flaming Lips 
fi nds its dark side on new album 
Colin Jones
MIX EDIOTR
★ ★ ★ ★ out of ✩✩✩✩✩ 
Record: Warner Bros. 
Flaming Lips
“Embryonic”
Image courtesy of Matthew William Jordan 
Matthew William Jordan’s fi lm is scheduled to show in 17 cities as part of Carmike Cinemas’s Independent Film Series. 
Image courtesy of  Matthew William Jordan
“My Sweet Misery” involves two USC theater graduates and aother area cast and crew.
Photo courtesy of MCT
Alternative psychedelic band The Flaming Lips excites the crowd during a concert in Norfolk, Va., in April 2007. 
Clip of the Week:
‘Shoes’ creators 
return with series 
of Purple Man skits
Robert Johnson
THE DAILY GAMECOCK
Photo Courtesy of youtube.com
The Liam Show’s series of short skits shows the Purple 
Man helping other characters solve everyday problems.
Youtube ● 7Embryonic ● 7
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goes terribly wrong. His 
presence always triggers 
j a r r i n g  a n d  d r a m a t i c 
music, but aside from this, 
he doesn’t appear to have 
any powers, which makes 
his assistance all the more 
trivial and unnecessary. 
In the episode “Purple 
Man in ‘the Trunk,’” the 
victim is a shaggy bearded 
fel low who cannot open 
his trunk. He tries futilely, 
but it nevertheless won’t 
budge.  W ho shows up? 
The Purple Man, of course. 
Upon his entrance, made 
all the more dramatic by 
slow-motion photography 
and intense theme music, 
he greets the hapless driver 
with a whirl of the pelvis 
and immediately st a r t s 
working his magic on the 
defiant trunk. Part of the 
quirkiness of this hero is 
that he never speaks, and 
others generally are too 
stunned or shocked by his 
arrival to say anything. As 
a result, it always takes a 
while for other characters 
to f igure out what he is 
doing. 
In this case, the Purple 
Man manages to earn the 
stranded man’s trust, only 
to fi nd a horrible and grisly 
surprise wait ing for him 
inside the trunk. 
These are the k inds of 
v ideo s  t hat  ju s t  ab out 
anyone could make and put 
on YouTube, but each skit 
is still hilarious. Additional 
sound or d ia log ue isn’t 
even necessary. Sadly, this 
character’s novelt y only 
got him about six videos, 
and there isn’t any sign 
of any more being made. 
Nevertheless, this simple 
video remains a treasure on 
YouTube. 
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagcketc@sc.edu
Youtube ● Continued from 6
by a cacophony of noises and 
animal-like howls. 
B u t  t h e y  a r e 
e x p e r i m e n t i n g  a n d 
experimenting well with 
the tools that they have as 
a group. A song like “Evil” 
prov ide s  one  of  g reat 
Coy ne d rones  over  a n 
almost symphonic piece, 
occasionally interrupted 
by some sonic blast from 
Drodz’s direct ion. Over 
the shifting melody, Coyne 
sings solemnly, “I wish I 
could go back/ Go back in 
time.” This movement in 
tone from the glee to the 
glum is essentially what 
makes this a great piece 
from the Lips.
“I Can Be A Frog” shows 
the Lips at their creative 
strangeness. Coyne lilts 
over the slow tune on which 
animals he can be, and the 
noises of the creatures can 
then be heard. It is really 
endearing to hear a band 
try new obstacles and fi ddle 
with what they have, and 
“Frog” does essentially that. 
They have challenged 
themselves to move away 
from their comfort zone. 
Coyne could write a happy 
ditty any day, but taking 
themselves and their music 
s er iou s l y  cou ld  b e  a n 
invigorating challenge for 
the group and audience.
T he  t wo  mu s ic i a n s , 
Coyne and Drodz, are direct 
opposites in this game. 
On stage, Coyne releases 
torrents of kinetic energy, 
while Drodz runs the show 
through his stoic creativity. 
With this release, the 
group has embraced that 
k ind of Drodz creat ive 
mind set and found its inner 
psychedelic darkness. 
Embryonic ● Continued 
from 7




Inside the Box ● By Marlowe Leverette / The Daily Gamecock
PhD ● By Jorge Chan
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14 Have __ on one’s
shoulder
15 Defeat soundly
16 Sailor’s patron saint
17 Another name for 
Farsi
18 *Undeveloped home 
site
20 Slangy “Don’t lose 
any sleep over it”
22 Overdo it on stage
23 W. Hemisphere
gp. formed to defend 
against communism
24 Made changes to
26 *1977 Triple Crown 
winner
31 Tell-all news story













52 Windy City airport
53 At risk




62 Shortly, to 
Shakespeare
63 Vaulted church part
64 Writer Nin
65 Wisdom of the 
elders
66 Cattle rancher’s tool
67 The answer to each 




2 Prefi x with bat or
phobia








10 “Here, I’ll do that”
11 “It’s __ nothing!”
12 Hit, biblical-style
13 Schlepped
19 Meas. of a package’s
contents















42 1979 meltdown 
site, briefl y
43 Like the Piper’s 
clothes
44 Drank on credit
46 Like many a tux
47 Story’s lesson
48 Horned safari beast
49 Party gift
50 “I’ll see you in my
dreams” girl of song





56 Grand in scope
57 Impulsive
59 Knock





Come take advantage of your educational discount!
The Scene
USC




ARIES Don’t expect 
everyone to agree. You get 
multiple viewpoints in one 
very specific area. Leave 
your decision for later.
TAURUS Intuitive 
percept ions a l low you 
to state the obvious in 
ac c ep t ab le  l a n g u a g e . 
Nothing changes without 
some effort.
GEMINI A dream 
reveals information that 
seals the deal. Still, you 
may want to check with 
someone to ver if y the 
facts.
CANCER  Insight 
guides your nurtur ing 
activities today. Talk about 
what you sense in your 
environment.
LEO  You have done 
y o u r  h o m e w o r k  a n d 
completed the research. 
Now it’s time to say your 
piece.
VIRGO  People have 
been trying to tell you 
what’s on their minds for a 
few days. Today you fi nally 
get it. Everything makes 
sense now.
L I B R A  G a t h e r 
informat ion from your 
u s u a l  s ou r c e s .  Don’t 
shy away from unusual 
insights.
SCOR PIO  T he 
r ight  words  pop  i nto 
your mouth when you’re 
faced with a seemingly 
insurmountable obstacle. 
Say only what you must.
SAGITTARIUS 
E x p e c t  s u r p r i s e 
developments. Nobody 
really understands what’s 
happening, so withhold 
decisions until you gain 
clarity.
C A PR ICOR N 
Money f lows both ways. 
To slow the outward fl ow, 
consider whether the new 
thing is a necessity.
A Q U A R I U S 
Electronic media hold your 
attention all day. Take care 
of e-mails early. Design 
work benefits from quiet 
surroundings.
P I S C E S  A l i g n 
insights with logic and 
facts. Then add a touch of 
elegance before you make 
your presentation.
TODAY
JASON BOLAND AND THE STRAGGLERS, JOSH 
BRIDER TRIO & CHASE ASMER
7 p.m., $12 advance/$15 day of show
White Mule, 1530 Main St.
EXTREMITIES
7:30 p.m., $20
Trustus Theatre, 520 Lady St.
TOMORROW
NIGHT SCHOOL FIRST SEMESTER WITH 
PROFESSOR GLDFNGR
8 p.m., free
Art Bar, 1211 Park St.
BAYSIDE, AVIARY FIRE, SHALLOW PALACE
6 p.m., $15
New Brookland Tavern, 122 State St.
CHARLIE LOUVIN
8 p.m., $12
The White Mule, 1530 Main St.
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Get involved by joining a University Commitee:
Ride to places on Campus, the Vista, and 
5-Points using Cocky’s Caravan every Friday & 
Saturday from 10PM to 2:30AM.
For more information contact Amanda Byrum at byrum@mailbox.sc.edu, 
or stop by the Campus Life Center, Russell House 227
Athletics Advisor Committee, Committee on Honorary Degrees, Committee on 
Instructional Degrees, Committee of Scholastic Standards and Petitions
Blatt PE Center Advisory Committee, Disability Affairs Committee, University 
Information Technology Council, Mungo Professor of the Year Award Committee, 
Outstanding Freshmen Advocate Committee, Registration Committee, Retention 
Committee, and Scholarship and Financial Aid Committee
Cocky’s Caravan
NAME: STUDENT GOVERNMENT; WIDTH: 69P0; DEPTH: 3 IN; COLOR: BLACK, STUDENT GOVERNMENT; FILE NAME: 00010647; AD NUMBER: 00010647
After months of anticipation, 
S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ’s  w o m e n’s 
basketball f inally t ips off in a 
tonight in an exhibit ion game 
against Augusta State.  
The new season brings a sense 
of hype around the team with the 
addition of freshman sensation 
Kelsey Bone and returning all-
SEC performer La’Keisha Sutton.
While the Lady Gamecocks 
return four of fi ve starters to this 
year’s squad, this team looks to 
make drastic improvement from a 
10-18 record. 
Head coach Dawn Staley has 
already seen improvement during 
the practice sessions from last year. 
“They are pract ic ing a lot 
better,” Staley said. “They are 
doing a great job in preparing us 
for what we’re going to face.”  
While the starting five is set 
for the season, Staley also already 
k nows wi l l  excel at d if ferent 
situations in the game.  
Tonight’s game will be good for 
the younger players to 
get some real playing 
experience and get 
out of the routine 
of playing against 
e a c h  o t h e r  i n 
practice. 
“ We ’r e  s t i l l 
trying to get the 
younger players 
who w i l l  play a 
significant role in 
what we’re trying 
to do on both sides 
of the ball ready 
on what they may 
see come Monday, 
T h u r s d a y  a n d 
Su nd ay,”  S t a le y 
said.
L o n g  I s l a n d 
t r a n s f e r  Va l e r i e 
Nainima is excited 
to see her first game 
action in a Gamecock 
uniform.
“We’ve been looking forward 
to it, to finally have a real game 
situation,” Nainima said. 
T h e game also marks 
t h e debut of Bone, 
w h o earned the No. 2 
overall r a n k i n g  a s  a 
s e n i o r  i n 
high school 
a n d  i s 
e x p e c t e d 
t o  b e  a 
p r o g r a m -
c h a n g e r 
a t  S o u t h 
Carolina. 
T h e 
addit ion of 
Bone to the 
s t a r t i n g 
l ineup wil l 
he lp  op e n 
other scoring 
opt ions for 
t he rest  of 
the team.
“It’s going 
to allow our 
p e r i me t e r 
p l a y e r s  t o 
shoot open jumpers or drive and 
draw Kelsey out and dish to her,” 
Staley said.
For the Lady Gamecocks to have 
a successful season, the team has to 
allow the point guards to score and 
draw the defensive pressure off 
Bone.  
“We have to get scoring from our 
points guards, Samone (Kennedy) 
and Ieasia (Walker),” Staley said. 
“I think once we get them in a 
comfortable position to score, I 
think we’ll be well-rounded.”
The Lady G a mecock s  a re 
predicted to finish sixth in the 
Southeastern Conference based 
off last season’s performance and 
the addition of a new group of 
performers. 
Tonight’s game can be the fi rst 
step to a great season for USC and 
can give fans the fi rst look at the 
other basketball program at South 





for debut in exhibition
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
New Gamecocks tip off season
When the USC women’s soccer 
team returned to Columbia Sunday 
night, the SEC championship in tow, 
some of the fi rst faces the players saw 
as they got off the plane were pretty 
familiar: 
Coach Dawn Staley and the 
women’s basketball team. 
“I think anytime any team from 
our University does something as 
big as win an SEC championship, I 
think we all need to be a part of it,” 
Staley said.
The walk into the terminal at 
Columbia International 
became an impromptu 
celebrat ion for both 
teams, complete with 
Staley tweeting the fi rst 
pictures of the shiny 
triangular trophy on 
Palmetto State ground. 
“ I  w a s  e x c i t e d ,” 
s o p h o m o r e  g u a r d 
La’Keisha Sutton said. 
“We’re always excited 
to go out and support our soccer 
team, because that’s huge not only 
for them, but the University as well.” 
Make no bones about it , the 
basketballers were ecstatic for their 
soccer-playing peers. 
“Standing there, we were so happy 
for soccer and the way their season’s 
been going so far,” junior guard 
Valerie Nainima said.
However, meeting the conquering 
heroes as they returned home did 
something else besides elate the 
Lady Gamecocks. It motivated them. 
“We all wanted to go, see what 
the hardware looked like, touch it 
a little bit, because that’s the thing 
that we’re trying to do,” Staley said. 
“That’s what we want. Those are 
the things that we’re after. Anytime 
that they’re doing great, we’ve got 
to support the teams around the 
school.”
USC is predicted to fi nish No. 6 in 
the SEC this year, but all around, the 
foundation for future championships 
can be seen being laid. 
“Everything we do in practice, I 
feel like it prepares us for the game,” 
Sutton said. “The last ten minutes 
[of games] we had to fi ght back, stuff 
like that. If we start in the beginning 
and go hard, then we shouldn’t have 
to worry about that.” 
Seeing friends and peers reach 
height s  never  before seen in 
Columbia has definitely motivated 
USC.
“It made us hungry; the next day 
in practice we just went hard in 
practice,” Sutton said. “We want to 
get a trophy. We want to get an SEC 
championship.” 
The dream had always been there, 
but now that the team has seen it up 
close, the thought seems more and 
more real. 
“I was thinking about being on 
the other side,” Nainima said of the 
airport trip. 
Is th is team ready to win a 
conference championship right now? 
As Staley said earlier in the offseason, 
she doesn’t know. There’s a world of 
potential in each player, but they are 
very young, and growing pains have 
to be expected. 
But then again, they know that 
just because you aren’t favored to win 
a title doesn’t mean you can’t. 
Case in point? The team they 
greeted at the airport Sunday. 











SEC POWER RANKINGS: WEEK 10
(No Change, defeated Vanderbilt 27-3)Throughout the history of 
sports, great championship teams have tended to have to, for lack of a 
better phrase, win a title ugly. So far, it looks like this may be the destiny 
of the Florida Gators. At 9-0 (6-0 in the SEC), the Gators are fi ve wins 
away from the fi rst undefeated season in school history, but watching 
them look rather ordinary week in and week out, you’d never know it. 
That being said, Florida has gotten the job done, and until the defending 
champs get knocked off, they’ll stay at No. 1.
(No Change, defeated LSU 24-15) One thing is certain – Alabama (9-0, 
6-0) knows how to come back. Florida has only trailed twice this season – 
down 3-0 in the fi rst quarter to Mississippi State and 20-13 in the fourth 
to Arkansas. The Crimson Tide has twice trailed in the fourth quarter to 
Top-10 teams (the opener against Virginia Tech, this past Saturday against 
LSU) and found a way to win. Plus, junior quarterback Greg McElroy, 
embattled of late, stepped up with a big performance against the Bayou 
Bengals. When push comes to shove in Atlanta four weeks from now, 
Florida will be favored, but the Tide may have the intangibles. 
(No Change, lost to Alabama 24-15) With losses to UF and ‘Bama, 
the Tigers’ (7-2, 4-2) hopes for a Western Division championship are 
shot, and, save an epic collapse by either of the top two teams, the best 
LSU can do is the Capital One Bowl. Then throw in the fact that tailback 
Charles Scott has been lost for the season with a collarbone injury, and 
quarterback Jordan Jefferson is banged up, and you have a recipe for a 
tailspin down in Baton Rouge. The next two weeks (vs. Louisiana Tech, 
at Ole Miss) shouldn’t be much of a challenge, but all hell will break loose 
in the Bayou if Arkansas comes into Death Valley at night on Nov. 28 and 
takes the Golden Boot for the third straight year. 
(No Change, defeated Memphis 56-28) What has gotten into 
Jonathan Crompton? Once the laughingstock of the southeast, the 
senior signal caller has tripled his career touchdown passes this fall, 
including a 331-yard, five-touchdown day against Memphis last 
Saturday. Tennessee (5-4, 2-3) has a real shot to win out and go to a good 
bowl in Lane Kiffi n’s fi rst season, but they’ve got to take care of business 
in Oxford this weekend in the Coach O Bowl against Misssissippi.
(Up 2, defeated Furman 63-31)Back in August, Gene Chizik was some 
clown with a few billboards that seemed destined to go one-and-done on 
the plains of Alabama. Saturday, Auburn will travel to Athens in search of 
their eighth win. It’s been a pretty astounding turnaround for the Tigers 
(7-3, 3-3). They’ve cooled off a bit in recent weeks (2-3 in their last fi ve), 
and the defense appears to be a major liability, but quarterback Chris 
Todd and crew can go up and down the fi eld, and they’ll get their chances 
at Sanford Stadium against a porous Georgia defense. 
 (Down 2, lost to Arkansas 33-16) Given the late-season struggles of 
the past two years it’s becoming increasingly diffi cult for Gamecock fans 
to not take a sky-is-falling approach. However, despite its two-game skid, 
USC (6-4, 3-4) still has a chance to right the ship over the last two regular 
season contests and the bowl game to end with eight wins, which would 
match the high-water mark for wins in the Steve Spurrier era. 
(No Change, defeated South Carolina 33-16) This coming Saturday’s 
home game against Troy is crucial for the Razorbacks (5-4, 2-4). With 
a pesky Mississippi State that will be fi ghting for a bowl bid coming to 
Fayetteville next week before the trip to LSU, this may be the best shot 
for the Hogs to get their sixth win and bowl eligibility. Ryan Mallett and 
the rest of Arkansas’s youngsters seem to be most comfortable playing in 
Donald W. Reynolds Stadium, and they have tended to perform well there. 
Ask South Carolina. 
 (No Change, defeated Northern Arizona 38-14) The Rebels (6-3. 
2-3) have seemingly fallen off the face of the earth since their fl ameout 
in Columbia, but Houston Nutt’s crew quietly became bowl eligible this 
past weekend with a rout of Northern Arizona. They have three tough 
games left (Tennessee, at LSU, at Mississippi State), but if they can win 
out and win their bowl, Ole Miss could still have the double-digit win 
total that many predicted from them this preseason and complete a rather 
remarkable turnaround. 
(No Change, defeated Tennessee Tech 38-0) Mark Richt’s job appears 
safe, but the natives are getting restless. Bulldog Nation hasn’t adapted 
very well to the worst UGA team in years. Things will only get worse if 
Auburn can go between the hedges Saturday and get out with a win. 
(No Change, Idle) The Bulldogs (4-5, 2-3) are still very much alive for a 
bowl berth under fi rst-year coach Dan Mullen, but they don’t have much 
margin for error. State has to play ‘Bama this weekend, which will likely 
put them in a must-win situation in both of their fi nal two games – at 
Arkansas and then at home in Starkville against Ole Miss for the Egg 
Bowl. That being said, no matter how things end for MSU, they have 
had a very solid season under Mullen and improved worlds from last fall. 
(No Change, defeated Eastern Kentucky 37-12) Things started a little bit 
hairy for the Wildcats (5-4, 1-4) in their non-conference title with EKU 
last Saturday. UK found itself leading only by four points right before 
halftime, but it took off from there, scoring 27 unanswered points to pull 
away with the win.  The importance of the win over the Colonels can’t 
be overstated; the ‘Cats only need one win in their last three (at Vandy, at 
UGA, vs. Tennessee) to become bowl eligible.
(No Change, lost to Florida 27-3) The Commodores (2-8, 0-6) have 
slipped back into the conference cellar after their historic 2008 campaign, 
but they aren’t slouches by any stretch of the imagination. Vandy has hung 
with every team on its schedule, and it’s clear that last season’s success is 
paying off. Bobby Johnson has several talented young players, and when 
those guys mature, the ‘Dores will be a tough out in the SEC.  
James Kratch
ASSISTANT SPORTS EDITOR
Comments on this story? 
E-mail sagckspt@mailbox.sc.edu
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